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102-1338 28 November 1991 Washington D C
AIDS IS A MAJOR PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERN - and for those of you with questions
about the disease, I want to share with you the National AIDS Hotline
number which can be a source of excellent information. The hot line is
a 24-hour, toll-free service that provides confidential information,
referrals, and educational materials to the public. Operated by the Centers
for Disease Control, the hot 1 ine is one component of the National AIDS
Information and Education Program created by the U S Department of Health
and Human Services to inform and educate Americans about HIV infection
and AIDS.
Another is the CDC National AIDS Clearinghouse which provides
information on HIV/AIDS resource organizations, educational materials,
clinical trials, and funding sources to professionals involved in the
development and delivery of HIV prevention programs. If you feel you
need assistance J publications, educational materials, or any other
information, the Centers for Disease Control may be reached at one of
the appropriate phone numbers listed below:
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL
The Nation '$ Pft/Vtmtion Agency
National AIDS Hotline National AIDS Clearinghouse
1-800-342-AIDS (English!
1-800-344-SIDA (Spanish)






• Clinical Trials and Drug Information
1-800- TRIA LS-A
iF iF
SO WHERE IS MACHU PICHU ANYWAY? - If you can't answer that, try finding
Bora Bora, the Great Barrier Reef, or better yet the Grand Tetons?
In a 1988 study, Americans 18 to 24-years old, ranked last in an
international comparison of geographic knowledge and American adults of
all ages scored among the bottom third. One in four Americans surveyed
could not identify the Soviet Union or the Pacific Ocean, and 3 in 4
(more)
'-------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20615------
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
couldn't locate the Persian Gulf on a map. With all the changes in Europe
and the Soviet Union, geographical knowledge is becoming even more
important. For these reasons, I am proud to be cosponsoring H J Res 201
designating December 1-7, 1991 as GEOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK.
Geography illiteracy put s the United States at a significant
di.sadvantage and weakens our ability to compete in today's international
marketplace. As a nation with global influence and responsibilities,
we must possess an understanding of other lands and other cultures. Just
think, if 1 in 4 can't locate the Soviet Union, how in today's global
society are they going to ident i fy the newly independent Soviet Republics
which the United States has recognized?
On the eve of a North American Free Trade Agreement, this is especially
important for South Texans. Therefore, it is my sincere hope that GEOGRAPHY
AWARENESS WEEK will again emphasize the importance of geographic literacy
and awareness so that our students and future leaders can take the lead
in meeting international political, economic, environmental, social and
military challenges that lie ahead.
II II II
DRIVE SAFELY - With the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays upon us, it's
important to note that the number of alcohol related traffic accidents
increases. During last yea r '56-week hoI iday season a lone, 2213 Americans
lost their lives as a result of crashes caused by drinking and driving.
To heighten awareness of the increased travel risk, Mothers Against
Drunk Driving is giving away more than 100 million red ribbons. Tied
to a visible location on an automobile, the ribbon will serve as a reminder
to drive safely and soberly during the holiday season. For your red ribbon,
contact your local MADD chapter, or the National MADD office in Dallas
at (214) 744-MADD.
II II If II
VISITORS FROM HOME - Mr Rickie Lopez, Mr Ray Walker of Edinburg; Marshall
and Julie Best of Falfurrias; Dr and Mrs Manuel L Ibanez of Kingsvi lIe;
Mr Comer Alden, Mr Les Robeson, and Mr Rick Jones of McAllen.
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